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C O S T  O F  L I V I N G  I N D E X  

Anchorage, Alaska

The 2018 COLI is generously 

sponsored by Northrim Bank.



128.9

Nationally,

Anchorage is the 19th most expensive city of 

the 270 cities that participated in the 2018 

COLI survey.

 

In 2018, the composite index for Anchorage 

went up to 128.9, .5 points higher than 

2017. The number is a slight rise from the 

previous year, when Anchorage’s index came 

in at 128.4.

 

Since 2009, this index has moved between 

124.6 and 132.4.

Anchorage's overall index in 

2018 was 128.9, or 128.9 

percent of the national 

average.  Another way of 

looking at it would be to say 

that the cost of living in 

Anchorage is 28.9% higher 

than the average American 

city.

Anchorage's Cost of Living 

Index (2018)

Cost of Living Index (COLI)

The Anchorage Economic Development Corporation 

collects cost of living data for Anchorage measuring the 

relative price of consumer goods and services. The Cost 

of Living Index (COLI) is measured nationally in 270 

areas around the country by the national Council 

for Community and Economic Research (C2ER).  The 

average for all areas equals 100.

Each participant area’s index is a percentage of the weighted average for all 

prices. This index does not measure the change of prices over time (inflation), but 

rather the relative cost of living compared to the national average.
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Most expensive 

hamburger.  Juneau ranks 

5th and Fairbanks 6th.

How do we compare?

4
Most expensive doctor's 

visit, preceded by Juneau 

in first place Boston second, 

and Fairbanks third. 

Most expensive home 

prices, in spite of a decline 

from 2017.

1818
Most expensive vet 

services.  Pensacola, FL 

ranks first, followed by 

Nacogdoches, TX and 

Manhattan.

COLI Component Indices

Grocery Items

Utilities

Housing

Transportation

Health Care

Misc. Goods and 

Services

The COLI is made up of six 

component indices, which together 

comprise the composite index.  In 

2018, Anchorage's Utility and 

Grocery prices both rose.  Utility 

prices in Anchorage have risen 

consistently since 2013.  Grocery 

is a volatile index, which has seen 

fluctuations of nearly thirty points 

over the last decade.



Anchorage COLI 2007-2018
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Cost of Living: Change Over Time

You might not have 

expected four of 

Anchorage's six 

component indices to 

fall or stay flat from 2017 

to 2018.

"Miscellaneous" goods 

and services include: a 

hamburger, haircut, dry 

cleaning, yoga, 

newspaper subscription, 

and women's slacks.

Cost of Living: Across the United States

Composite values for a sample of

 the cities included in the survey
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